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“When you say, ‘Black is Beautiful,’ what in fact you are saying . . . is: Man, you are okay as you are; begin
to look upon yourself as a human being.” With such statements, Stephen Biko became the voice of Black
Consciousness. And with Biko’s brutal death in the custody of the South African police, he became a martyr,
an enduring symbol of the horrors of apartheid. Through the lens of visual culture, Biko’s Ghost reveals how
the man and the ideology he promoted have profoundly influenced liberation politics and race discourse—in
South Africa and around the globe—ever since.

Tracing the linked histories of Black Consciousness and its most famous proponent, Biko’s Ghost explores
the concepts of unity, ancestry, and action that lie at the heart of the ideology and the man. It challenges the
dominant historical view of Black Consciousness as ineffectual or racially exclusive, suppressed on the one
side by the apartheid regime and on the other by the African National Congress.

Engaging theories of trauma and representation, and icon and ideology, Shannen L. Hill considers the
martyred Biko as an embattled icon, his image portrayals assuming different shapes and political meanings
in different hands. So, too, does she illuminate how Black Consciousness worked behind the scenes
throughout the 1980s, a decade of heightened popular unrest and state censorship. She shows how—in
streams of imagery that continue to multiply nearly forty years on—Biko’s visage and the ongoing life of
Black Consciousness served as instruments through which artists could combat the abuses of apartheid and
unsettle the “rainbow nation” that followed.
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From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

The book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Biko's Ghost: The
Iconography of Black Consciousness? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Fred Green:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Biko's
Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Cherry Simard:

Often the book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this article book.

Martin Hanson:

You will get this Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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