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A son of poor Jamaican immigrants who grew up in Depression-era Harlem, Harry Belafonte became the
first black performer to gain artistic control over the representation of African Americans in commercial
television and film. Forging connections with an astonishing array of consequential players on the American
scene in the decades following World War II—from Paul Robeson to Ed Sullivan, John Kennedy to Stokely
Carmichael—Belafonte established his place in American culture as a hugely popular singer, matinee idol,
internationalist, and champion of civil rights, black pride, and black power.

In Becoming Belafonte, Judith E. Smith presents the first full-length interpretive study of this multitalented
artist. She sets Belafonte's compelling story within a history of American race relations, black theater and
film history, McCarthy-era hysteria, and the challenges of introducing multifaceted black culture in a
moment of expanding media possibilities and constrained political expression. Smith traces Belafonte's roots
in the radical politics of the 1940s, his careful negotiation of the complex challenges of the Cold War 1950s,
and his full flowering as a civil rights advocate and internationally acclaimed performer in the 1960s. In
Smith's account, Belafonte emerges as a relentless activist, a questing intellectual, and a tireless organizer.
From his first national successes as a singer of Calypso-inflected songs to the dedication he brought to
producing challenging material on television and film regardless of its commercial potential, Belafonte
stands as a singular figure in American cultural history—a performer who never shied away from the
dangerous crossroads where art and politics meet.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America).
Try to face the book Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Dwight Bailey:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public
Radical (Discovering America) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book
with you?

Michael Barth:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Becoming Belafonte:
Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public
Radical (Discovering America) become your starter.

Henry Jones:

Beside this particular Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering America) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Becoming Belafonte: Black Artist, Public Radical (Discovering
America) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand.



The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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