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Bright Star of the West traces the life, repertoire, and influence of Joe Heaney, Ireland's greatest sean-nós
("old style") singer. Born in 1919, Joe Heaney grew up in a politically volatile time, as his native Ireland
became a democracy. He found work and relative fame as a singer in London before moving to Scotland.
Eventually, like many others searching for greater opportunity, he emigrated to the United States, where he
worked as a doorman while supplementing his income with appearances at folk festivals, concerts and clubs.
As his reputation and following grew, Heaney gained entry to the folk music scene and began leading
workshops as a visiting artist at several universities. In 1982 the National Endowment for the Arts awarded
Heaney America's highest honor in folk and traditional arts, the prestigious National Heritage Fellowship.
Heaney's works did not become truly popular in his homeland until many years after his death. Today he is
hailed as a seminal figure of traditional song and is revered by those who follow traditional music.

Authors Sean Williams and Lillis Ó Laoire address larger questions about song, identity, and culture. They
explore the deep ambivalence both the Irish and Irish-Americans felt toward the traditional aspects of their
culture, examining other critical issues, such as gender and masculinity, authenticity, and contemporary
marketing and consumption of sean-nós singing in both Ireland and the United States. Comingling Heaney's
own words with the authors' comprehensive research and analysis, Bright Star of the West weaves a poignant
critical biography of the man, the music, and his continuing legacy in Ireland and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Cody:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Bright Star of
the West: Joe Heaney, Irish Song Man (American Musicspheres Series) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Bright Star of the West: Joe Heaney, Irish Song
Man (American Musicspheres Series)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Adriana Phillips:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Bright Star of the West: Joe Heaney, Irish
Song Man (American Musicspheres Series) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Bright
Star of the West: Joe Heaney, Irish Song Man (American Musicspheres Series) as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Heather Wade:

The book untitled Bright Star of the West: Joe Heaney, Irish Song Man (American Musicspheres Series)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Jose Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Bright Star of the West: Joe
Heaney, Irish Song Man (American Musicspheres Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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