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Having participated in the First World War, and having seen two of his sons serve in the Second, Tolkien
was concerned with many of the same themes that interested other writers in the post-war period. The
rhythm of war flows through his writings, but his own interpretation of the themes, symbols, and motifs of
war, however, were influenced by his religious views and his interest in fantasy, which add another layer of
meaning and a sense of timelessness to his writing. Croft explores the different aspect of Tolkien's
relationship with war both in his life and in his work from the early Book of Lost Tales to his last story Smith
of Wootten Major, and concentrating on his greatest and most well-known works The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings. This timely addition to the critical literature on Tolkien sheds new light on the author's life and
works.

Tolkien, one of the world's most beloved authors, was a World War I signaling officer who survived the
Battle of the Somme, and two of his sons served during World War II. Such experiences and events lead
Tolkien to a complex attitude toward war and military leadership, the themes of which find their way into his
most important writings. His fiction, criticism, and letters demonstrate a range of attitudes that would change
over the course of his life. In the end, his philosophy on human nature and evil, and the inevitability of
conflict, would appear to be pragmatic and rational, if regretful and pessimistic. Still, Croft is able to uncover
a strain of hopefulness, as befitted his Catholicism, about the ultimate fate of the human soul. She concludes
that his personal life and values informed his reading and his writing and the way in which he interpreted his
own experiences. This valuable consideration of war in the life of Tolkien is essential reading for all readers
interested in deepening their understanding of this great writer.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien
(Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Ray Ortiz:

Often the book War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction &
Fantasy) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The
book War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Bryan Lopez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Rose Buck:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien
(Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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