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“Abani . . . explores place and humor, exile and freedom with poems of experience and imagination . . . [he]
enters the wound with a boldness that avoids nothing. Highly recommended.” —Library Journal

“Stunning poems.” —New Humanist

A self-described “zealot of optimism,” poet and novelist Chris Abani bravely travels into the charged
intersections of atrocity and love, politics and religion, loss and renewal. In poems of devastating beauty, he
investigates complex personal history, family, and romantic love.

Sanctificum, Abani’s fifth collection of poetry, is his most personal and ambitious book. Utilizing religious
ritual, the Nigerian Igbo language, and reggae rhythms, Abani creates a post-racial, liturgical love song that
covers the globe from Abuja to Los Angeles.

I say hibiscus and mean innocence.
I say guava and mean childhood.
I say mosquito netting and mean loss.
I say father and it means only that.
Happen that we all dream, but the sea is only sea.
Happen that we call upon God but it is only a breeze
ruffling a prayer book in a small church
where benches groan in the heat . . .

Chris Abani was born in Nigeria in 1966 and published his first novel at sixteen. He was imprisoned for his
writings, and after his release he eventually moved to the United States. He is the author of ten books of
poetry and fiction, including the best-selling novel GraceLand. He teaches at the University of California-
Riverside and lives in Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Sims:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Sanctificum suitable
to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Sanctificumis the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Bethany Christiansen:

The book Sanctificum will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
Sanctificum is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Celia Redmond:

The actual book Sanctificum has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Judith Craig:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Sanctificum or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Sanctificum to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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