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In 1971, as the race for the presidency heated up, the artist Philip Guston (1913-1980) created a series of
caricatures of Richard Nixon titled Philip Guston's Poor Richard. Produced two years before Watergate and
three years before Nixon's resignation, these provocative, searing condemnations of a corrupt head of state
are remarkable, prescient political satire. The drawings mock Nixon's physical attributes--his nose is
rendered as an enlarged phallus throughout-as well as his notoriously dubious, shifty character. Debra
Bricker Balken's book is the first book--length publication of these drawings.

A visual narrative of Nixon's life, the drawings trace Nixon from his childhood, through his ascent to power,
to his years in the White House. They incorporate Henry Kissinger (a pair of glasses), Spiro Agnew (a cone-
head), and John Mitchell (a dolt smoking a pipe). They depict Nixon and his cohorts in China, plotting
strategy in Key Biscayne, and shamelessly pandering to African Americans, hippies, and elderly tourists.

As Balken discusses in her accompanying essay, these drawings also reflect a dramatic transformation in
Guston's work. In response to social unrest and the Vietnam War, he began to question the viability of a
private art given to self-expression. His betrayal of aesthetic abstraction in favor of imagery imbued with
personal and political meaning largely engendered the renewal of figuration in painting in America in the
1970s. These drawings not only represent one of the few instances of an artist in the late twentieth century
engaging caricature in his work, they are also a witty, acerbic take on a corrupt figure and a scandalous
political regime.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Philip Guston's Poor Richard book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Henrietta Jimerson:

The guide with title Philip Guston's Poor Richard has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Brad Marcum:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Philip Guston's Poor Richard provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Bernice Capps:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Philip Guston's Poor Richard when you necessary it?
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