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Alexander Herzen?philosopher, novelist, essayist, political agitator, and one of the leading Russian
intellectuals of the nineteenth century?was as famous in his day as Tolstoy and Dostoevsky. While he is
remembered for his masterpiece My Past and Thoughts and as the father of Russian socialism, his
contributions to the history of ideas defy easy categorization because they are so numerous. Aileen Kelly
presents the first fully rounded study of the farsighted genius whom Isaiah Berlin called “the forerunner of
much twentieth-century thought.”

In an era dominated by ideologies of human progress, Herzen resisted them because they conflicted with his
sense of reality, a sense honed by his unusually comprehensive understanding of history, philosophy, and the
natural sciences. Following his unconventional decision to study science at university, he came to recognize
the implications of early evolutionary theory, not just for the natural world but for human history. In this
respect, he was a Darwinian even before Darwin.

Socialism for Russia, as Herzen conceived it, was not an ideology?least of all Marxian “scientific
socialism”?but a concrete means of grappling with unique historical circumstances, a way for Russians to
combine the best of Western achievements with the possibilities of their own cultural milieu in order to move
forward. In the same year that Marx declared communism to be the “solution to the riddle of history,”
Herzen denied that any such solution could exist. History, like nature, was contingent?an improvisation both
constrained and encouraged by chance.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Shay:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Discovery of Chance:
The Life and Thought of Alexander Herzen? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

Beverly Barber:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Discovery of Chance: The Life and Thought of
Alexander Herzen can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ronald Tanaka:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually The Discovery of Chance: The Life and Thought of Alexander Herzen.

Richard Lawrence:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is referred to as of book The Discovery of Chance: The Life and Thought of Alexander Herzen. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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