
Accumulating Culture: The Collections of
Emperor Huizong (China Program Books)

Patricia Buckley Ebrey

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0295987782
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0295987782
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0295987782


Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong
(China Program Books)

Patricia Buckley Ebrey

Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) Patricia Buckley
Ebrey
Winner of the Shimada Prize for Outstanding Work of East Asian Art History

By the end of the sixth century CE, both the royal courts and the educated elite in China were collecting
works of art, particularly scrolls of calligraphy and paintings done by known artists. By the time of Emperor
Huizong (1082-1135) of the Song dynasty (960-1279), both scholars and the imperial court were cataloguing
their collections and also collecting ancient bronzes and rubbings of ancient inscriptions. The catalogues of
Huizong's painting, calligraphy, and antiquities collections list over 9,000 items, and the tiny fraction of the
listed items that survive today are all among the masterpieces of early Chinese art.

Patricia Ebrey's study of Huizong's collections places them in both political and art historical context. The
acts of adding to and cataloguing the imperial collections were political ones, among the strategies that the
Song court used to demonstrate its patronage of the culture of the brush, and they need to be seen in the
context of contemporary political divisions and controversies. At the same time, court intervention in the art
market was both influenced by, and had an impact on, the production, circulation, and imagination of art
outside the court.

Accumulating Culture provides a rich context for interpreting the three book-length catalogues of Huizong's
collection and specific objects that have survived. It contributes to a rethinking of the cultural side of
Chinese imperial rule and of the court as a patron of scholars and the arts, neither glorifying Huizong as a
man of the arts nor castigating him as a megalomaniac, but rather taking a hardheaded look at the political
and cultural ramifications of collecting and the reasons for choices made by Huizong and his curators. The
reader is offered glimpses of the magnificence of the collections he formed and the disparate fates of the
objects after they were seized as booty by the Jurchen invaders in 1127.

The heart of the book examines in detail the primary fields of collecting -- antiquities, calligraphy, and
painting. Chapters devoted to each of these use Huizong's catalogues to reconstruct what was in his
collection and to probe choices made by the cataloguers. The acts of inclusion, exclusion, and sequencing
that they performed allowed them to influence how people thought of the collection, and to attempt to
promote or demote particular artists and styles.

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Chinese art history, social history, and culture, as
well as art collectors.

Published with the assistance of The Getty Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Accumulating
Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books)? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patrick Spradlin:

The book Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the great thing like a book Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China
Program Books)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Accumulating Culture:
The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Vincent Peck:

This Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Harry Blalock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



seeking the Accumulating Culture: The Collections of Emperor Huizong (China Program Books) when you
desired it?
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