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In the history of electronic communication, the last quarter of the nineteenth century holds a special place,
for it was during this period that the telephone, phonograph, electric light, wireless, and cinema were all
invented. In When old Technologies Were New, Carolyn Marvin explores how two of these new inventions--
the telephone and the electric light--were publicly envisioned at the end of the nineteenth century, as seen in
specialized engineering journals and popular media. Marvin pays particular attention to the telephone,
describing how it disrupted established social relations, unsettling customary ways of dividing the private
person and family from the more public setting of the community. On the lighter side, she describes how
people spoke louder when calling long distance, and how they worried about catching contagious diseases
over the phone. A particularly powerful chapter deals with telephonic precursors of radio broadcasting--the
"Telephone Herald" in New York and the "Telefon Hirmondo" of Hungary--and the conflict between the
technological development of broadcasting and the attempt to impose a homogenous, ethnocentric variant of
Anglo-Saxon culture on the public. While focusing on the way professionals in the electronics field tried to
control the new media, Marvin also illuminates the broader social impact, presenting a wide-ranging,
informative, and entertaining account of the early years of electronic media.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Brooks:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking About Electric Communication
in the Late Nineteenth Century.

Sandra Earnhardt:

When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking About Electric Communication in the Late Nineteenth
Century can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking About Electric
Communication in the Late Nineteenth Century but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Vincent Newton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this When Old Technologies Were New:
Thinking About Electric Communication in the Late Nineteenth Century book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still skepticism When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking About Electric Communication in the
Late Nineteenth Century as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking
About Electric Communication in the Late Nineteenth Century can give you a lot of friends because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably



your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let me have When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking About Electric Communication in the Late
Nineteenth Century.
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