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While the issues of substance use and abuse have been addressed from a variety of perspectives and
approaches, the fundamental social issues have not been covered in any systematic way. This book
represents the first academic effort to apply major sociological theories to the field of substance use and
abuse in order to provide readers with a solid knowledge base from which they may develop more informed
ideas about prevention, intervention, treatment, law enforcement, and social reactions to this ubiquitous
social problem. Using a systematic framework, Shaw reviews the existing literature, explains key concepts,
addresses fundamental issues, and discusses the policy implications for public health, social control,
community, and work. This comprehensive sociological treatment of substance use and abuse is essential
reading for educators in public policy, sociology, criminology, and deviance.

Applying the major sociological theories of anomie, career, conflict, functionalist, rational choice, social
control, social disorganization, social learning, social reaction, and subculture perspectives, Shaw provides
an important overview of the issues involved with substance use and abuse. By utilizing such an approach,
he demonstrates that public views, governmental policies, intervention strategies, and prevention
programming can be informed by the different sociological theories. This unique consideration and analysis
illustrates that no single view on substance use and abuse is absolute or sacred. Therefore, considering the
issues from a variety of sociological perspectives will bring greater understanding to a pervasive social
problem that continues to plague American society.
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From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Dewey Rascon:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological
Perspectives can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Charles Whittaker:

The book Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Steven Burley:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Substance Use and Abuse:
Sociological Perspectives can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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