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Until about two hundred years ago, no gemological distinction was made between ruby and spinel. Red
spinel and red ruby are not infrequently found together and though gem cutters and engravers noticed and
commented on the difference in hardness, the assumption was that spinel was simply an unripe version of
ruby. Additionally, ruby and sapphire are both versions of the mineral corundum, distinguished only by color
and minute traces of the metal oxides that caused these different colors. Sapphires may be pink, yellow, and
green as well as blue, while rubies come in many shades of red which, inevitably causes confusion as one
person's pale red ruby is another's pink sapphire--there are no absolutes. Consequently, the nomenclature is
confused, both within early texts, and also in later translations of those texts. The ancient authors could only
report on the basis of the information available to them at the time, while those writing the later translations
were fine textual scholars or epigraphers, but not infrequently poor gemologists, not familiar with the
mineralogical distinctions between the gems. It has often been difficult to get an overarching view of the
many different factors that all played a part in the spread of precious gems and of the dissemination of
knowledge about them. Given the paucity of available information concentrating exclusively on the use of
ancient precious gemstones, the author combed the literature for relevant references. A surprising amount of
descriptive and factual information was found, mostly scattered throughout early texts. The most interesting
passages were selected and wherever possible the original authors' words were quoted rather than
paraphrased. The early translations in the languages used by 17th-19th century scholars are given, names of
people, places or objects that otherwise might have remained obscure are explained. Gems travel. They
follow wealth and because of their natural immutability, the only way they can be identified by culture is by
the way man has affected their appearance, deliberately or accidentally. The dating of gems that are still in
original period settings is easier because the dated typology of rings and jewelry settings generally, is more
secure than the study of gem shapes, while the study and dating of specific faceting styles of unmounted
stones is still in its infancy.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural
Study. Try to stumble through book Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural
Study as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Brian Grant:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Ruby, Sapphire &
Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual
and Cultural Studyis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Alejandro Colon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Ruby,
Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study, you are able to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Ruth Hill:

Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ruby,
Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study however doesn't forget the main place,



giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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