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From two-time National Book Award nominee Melissa Fay Greene comes a profound and surprising account
of dogs on the front lines of rescuing both children and adults from the trenches of grief, emotional, physical,
and cognitive disability, and post-traumatic stress disorder.

The Underdogs tells the story of Karen Shirk, felled at age twenty-four by a neuromuscular disease and
facing life as a ventilator-dependent, immobile patient, who was turned down by every service dog agency in
the country because she was “too disabled.” Her nurse encouraged her to tone down the suicidal thoughts,
find a puppy, and raise her own service dog. Karen did this, and Ben, a German shepherd, dragged her back
into life. “How many people are stranded like I was,” she wondered, “who would lead productive lives if
only they had a dog?”

A thousand state-of-the-art dogs later, Karen Shirk’s service dog academy, 4 Paws for Ability, is restoring
broken children and their families to life. Long shunned by scientists as a manmade, synthetic species, and
oft- referred to as “Man’s Best Friend” almost patronizingly, dogs are finally paid respectful attention by a
new generation of neuroscientists and animal behaviorists. Melissa Fay Greene weaves the latest scientific
discoveries about our co-evolution with dogs with Karen’s story and a few exquisitely rendered stories of
suffering children and their heartbroken families.

Written with characteristic insight, humanity, humor, and irrepressible joy, what could have been merely
touching is a penetrating, compassionate exploration of larger questions: about our attachment to dogs, what
constitutes a productive life, and what can be accomplished with unconditional love.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Caudle:

This The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of Unconditional Love are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Underdogs: Children, Dogs,
and the Power of Unconditional Love can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of
Unconditional Love forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jack Rosa:

The publication with title The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of Unconditional Love has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Betty Patton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of
Unconditional Love can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let us have The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of Unconditional Love.

Tommy Wright:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named
of book The Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the Power of Unconditional Love. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.
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