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The revolutionary fashion designer credited with originating "The American Look," Claire
McCardell designed for the emerging active lifestyle of women in the 1940s and '50s.

She was the originator of mix-and-match separates, open-backed sundresses, and feminine denim fashion;
she started the trend for ballet flats as a wartime leather-rationing measure. Spaghetti straps, brass hooks and
eyes as fasteners, rivets, menswear details and fabrics: they were all started by McCardell. Her Monastic and
Pop-over dresses achieved cult status, and her fashions were taken up by working women, the suburban set,
and high society alike.

First published in 1956, What Shall I Wear? is a distillation of McCardell's democratic fashion philosophy
and a chattily vivacious guide to looking effortlessly stylish. Mostly eschewing Paris, although she studied
there and was influenced by Vionnet and Madame Gres, McCardell preferred an unadorned aesthetic;
modern and minimalist, elegant and relaxed, even for evening, with wool jersey and tweed among her
favorite fabrics.

What Shall I Wear? provides a glimpse into the sources of McCardell's inspiration--travel, sports, the
American leisure lifestyle, and her own closet--and  how she transformed them into fashion, all the while
approaching design from her chosen vantage point of usefulness. A retro treat for designers and everyone
who loves fashion--vintage and contemporary--and teeming with charming illustrations and still-solid advice
for finding your own best look, creatively shopping on a budget, and building a real wardrobe that is chic and
individual, What Shall I Wear? is a tribute to the American spirit in fashion.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed What Shall I
Wear?? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Dan Villanueva:

This What Shall I Wear? book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This What Shall I Wear? without
we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry What Shall I Wear? can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This What Shall I Wear? having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Matthew White:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book What Shall I Wear? was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book What Shall I Wear? has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Kristen Hancock:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book What
Shall I Wear? we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life with that book What Shall I Wear?. You can more attractive than now.
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