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Understanding “what something is” is a project that has long occupied philosophers. Perhaps no thinker in
the Western tradition has had more influence on how we approach this question than Aristotle, whose
Metaphysics remains the locus classicus of rigorous examinations into the nature of being. Now, in an
elegantly argued new study, Aryeh Kosman reinterprets Aristotle’s ontology and compels us to reexamine
some of our most basic assumptions about the great philosopher’s thought.

For Aristotle, to ask “what something is” is to inquire into a specific mode of its being, something ordinarily
regarded as its “substance.” But to understand substance, we need the concept of energeia?a Greek term
usually translated as “actuality.” In a move of far-reaching consequence, Kosman explains that the correct
translation of energeia is not “actuality” but “activity.” We have subtly misunderstood the Metaphysics on
this crucial point, says Kosman. Aristotle conceives of substance as a kind of dynamic activity, not some
inert quality. Substance is something actively being what it is.

Kosman demonstrates how this insight significantly alters our understanding of a number of important
concepts in Aristotelian thought, from accounts of motion, consciousness, and essence to explanations of the
nature of animal and divine being. Whether it is approached as an in-depth introduction to Aristotle’s
metaphysics or as a highly original reassessment sure to spark debate, there can be no argument that The
Activity of Being is a major contribution to our understanding of one of philosophy’s most important
thinkers.
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From reader reviews:

Shameka Nye:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book The Activity of Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Activity of Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology
is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Activity
of Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Earline Shepler:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Activity of Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology
can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Muriel Carpenter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Activity of
Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Activity of Being: An Essay on
Aristotle's Ontology become your current starter.

Arthur Prince:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
The Activity of Being: An Essay on Aristotle's Ontology we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The Activity of Being: An Essay on



Aristotle's Ontology. You can more attractive than now.
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