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Understanding the history of psychiatry requires an accurate view of its function and purpose. In this
provocative new study, Szasz challenges conventional beliefs about psychiatry. He asserts that, in fact,
psychiatrists are not concerned with the diagnosis and treatment of bona fide illnesses. Psychiatric tradition,
social expectation, and the law make it clear that coercion is the profession's determining characteristic.

Psychiatrists may "diagnose" or "treat" people without their consent or even against their clearly expressed
wishes, and these involuntary psychiatric interventions are as different as are sexual relations between
consenting adults and the sexual violence we call "rape." But the point is not merely the difference between
coerced and consensual psychiatry, but to contrast them. The term "psychiatry" ought to be applied to one or
the other, but not both. As long as psychiatrists and society refuse to recognize this, there can be no real
psychiatric historiography.

The coercive character of psychiatry was more apparent in the past than it is now. Then, insanity was
synonymous with unfitness for liberty. Toward the end of the nineteenth century, a new type of psychiatric
relationship developed, when people experiencing so-called "nervous symptoms," sought help. This led to a
distinction between two kinds of mental diseases: neuroses and psychoses. Persons who complained about
their own behavior were classified as neurotic, whereas persons about whose behavior others complained
were classified as psychotic. The legal, medical, psychiatric, and social denial of this simple distinction and
its far-reaching implications undergirds the house of cards that is modern psychiatry. Coercion as Cure is the
most important book by Szasz since his landmark The Myth of Mental Illness.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Sanders:

Here thing why this specific Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry in e-book can be your option.

Billy Stinson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Coercion as Cure: A Critical
History of Psychiatry that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry become your
own starter.

Steven Parrish:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is called of book Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry. You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Clarence Cobb:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Coercion as Cure: A Critical History of Psychiatry when you required it?
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