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Condensing centuries of history into one volume, Cities of the World traces the historic form and special
character of the world's greatest cities through a breathtaking collection of maps and panoramic views. Peter
Whitfield focuses on more than sixty cities—from Athens to Brasilia, Washington to Moscow, San Francisco
to Saigon, and Venice to Lhasa. He presents an extremely wide range of maps, historic prints, and
photographs from many periods that show how the architectural form and the social life of our cities have
been shaped—not only by their geographical setting, but also by religion, royal power, commerce, social
ideals, and occasionally artistic vision. These images illustrate the historic heart of the cities: the ancient
harbors, the hilltop fortresses, the encircling walls, and the houses, churches, and palaces that have been
added over the centuries. For the armchair traveler or anyone passionate about the history of human
civilization, this beautiful, unique book captures the richness of the urban fabric and reflects the collective
memory of each metropolis.

Cities of the World demonstrates how the city was linked to the birth and progress of civilization itself, how
it has acted as a focus for ideas and technologies, arts and sciences, and even religious devotion. It shows the
ways that some cities grew slowly into haphazard, unplanned beauties, while others were shaped by the will
of masterful individuals. Whitfield chose the cities featured here not only because they are richly and
beautifully illustrated, but also because they demonstrate a notion of spirit—an outward and inward
uniqueness.

Many of these historic maps have a pictorial quality that vanished long ago from the functional town-plan.
Depicting the classical city-state, the medieval fortress, the baroque capital, and the industrial metropolis, the
sumptuous illustrations in this book chronicle how simple outlines found on Babylonian clay tablets evolved
into the stylized pictures of medieval times and spectacular bird's-eye panoramic views, finally culminating
in the highly functional mass-produced maps of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Wonderfully
evocative of the places they depict and the artistic tastes of their time, these maps shed new light on
civilization itself, with all of its contradictions, shortcomings, energy, and aspirations.
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From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

Here thing why that Cities of the World: A History in Maps are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Cities of the World: A History in Maps giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Cities of the World: A History in Maps. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Cities of the World: A History in Maps in e-book can be your substitute.

Nancy Dabney:

This Cities of the World: A History in Maps is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Cities of the World: A History in Maps in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Patrick Pond:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Cities of the World: A History in Maps this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Paul England:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Cities of the World: A History in Maps. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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