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The growth of international law in the post-World War II era stemmed partly from the belief that universal
norms would make life for the entire world's population safer, more equitable, and more conducive to each
person's acquisition of basic material needs. Starting in the sixties and seventies, some scholars and activists
challenged this assumption and established the school of "cultural relativism," a model that pays deference to
local cultural traditions and favors them over international human rights norms. Scholars tried to create and
practice a middle-ground approach between universalism and relativism, whereby the most egregious
violations would be prevented through assimilating only jus cogens norms into indigenous groups' existing
cultural traditions. Such efforts at combining a few select international norms with local cultural traditions
largely failed.

Culture in Law and Development presents a provocative new solution to the seemingly intractable problem
of combining international norms with local cultural traditions by changing culture through law and
development. In this book, Lan Cao demonstrates how the gradual expansion of customary international law
(CIL) provides a model for changing culture in ways that protect and advance local populations. The book
adopts a holistic view of development and argues that cultural norms that impede the human capabilities of
the poor, women, and other marginal groups should be changed. The book reveals how a more conscious,
coordinated effort on such change can succeed while non-violative local traditions are otherwise honored and
preserved. Cao proposes that cultural change does not have to constitute cultural disrespect, and that local
societies only benefit by a careful combination of externally wrought change and internally fostered
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change.

Bridget Carter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Culture in Law and Development:
Nurturing Positive Change that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive
Change become your own starter.

Jennifer Chambers:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Culture in Law and Development:
Nurturing Positive Change is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

James Sanchez:

You can find this Culture in Law and Development: Nurturing Positive Change by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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