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William Appleman Williams was one of America’s greatest critics of US imperialism. The Contours of
American History, first published in 1961, reached back to seventeenth-century British history to argue that
the relationship between liberalism and empire was in effect a grand compromise, with expansion abroad
containing class and race tensions at home.

Williams was not the first historian to identify the United States as an imperial power, yet he was unique in
linking domestic disquiet to the long history of American expansion, which he traced back to England’s
Glorious Revolution. Reaching deep into thirteenth century British history to identify the motor
contradictions of what eventually would become known as liberalism, Williams presents a wholly original
interpretation of US history; one where the story of the United States is the story of capitalism.

Coming as it did before the political explosions of the 1960s, Williams’s message was a deeply heretical one,
and yet the Modern Library ultimately chose Contours as one of the best 100 nonfiction books of the 20th
Century. This fiftieth anniversary edition will introduce this magisterial work to a new readership, with a
new introduction by Greg Grandin, one of today’s leading historians of US foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Gardner:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually The Contours of American History.

Henry Perry:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Contours of American
History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick The Contours of American History become your current starter.

Jose Higham:

This The Contours of American History is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Contours of American History can be the light food
for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Edward Chavez:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Contours of American History to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve The Contours of American History can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of this time.
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