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This book explores the ideological contexts for the creation and spread of “No Excuses” charter schools. In
so doing, Work Hard, Be Hard focuses closely on the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) charter school
chain as the most prominent exemplar for total compliance “No Excuses” schooling. By way of in-depth
interviews, former teachers offer accounts of their “No Excuses” teaching experiences that have not been
heard before and that are not likely to be forgotten soon.

Work Hard, Be Hard also examines the KIPP organization as a manifestation of modern education reform
exemplified in the convergence of neoliberal politics and the aggressive activities of the business and
philanthropic communities. As an important corollary to the total compliance charter phenomenon, the book
explores, too, the role of Teach for America in supplying the needed manpower and values components
required to deal with very high levels of teacher attrition in these schools.

Work Hard, Be Hard goes beyond accounts offered in news features, articles, and interviews that focus on
“No Excuses” charters’ high test scores and expanded college opportunities for economically disadvantaged
children. In short, the book offers a naturalistic antidote to the high profile gloss that mass media provides
for “No Excuses” schooling.

Work Hard, Be Hard examines new developments in “No Excuses” schooling that focus on psychological
interventions aimed to alter children’s neurological and behavioral schemas in order to affect socio-cultural
values and behaviors. Fraught with potential for abuse and misapplication by minimally trained teachers,
these cult-like practices are examined and contrasted with more humane strategies that hope to reawaken the
virtues of teaching and learning within the expansive confines of the sciences and arts of a truly humane
pedagogy.

This book will:
Function as a common reader for parent groups or individuals interested in understanding the inner●

workings and impacts of “no excuses” charter schools;
Serve as a text for education students for courses in pedagogy, social and cultural foundations of education,●

education policy, and politics of education;
Provide deeper appreciation of social, political, and economic issues and incentives associated with total●

compliance charter schools;
Help to ameliorate an absence of teacher perspectives on teaching in “No Excuses” charter schools;●

Assist the general public in understanding the ideological and economic agendas that drive support of total●

compliance charter schools;
Help to educate policy makers and their staffs in cultural and economic facets of corporate education●

reform that are relevant to political decisions regarding education policy.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No Excuses"
Teaching had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No
Excuses" Teaching is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No Excuses" Teaching. You never feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No Excuses" Teaching can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Andrew Garcia:

The book untitled Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No Excuses" Teaching contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

Elsie Wallace:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to newspaper,
magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Work Hard, Be Hard: Journeys Through "No Excuses" Teaching when you necessary it?
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