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In aworld of relentless and often violent change, what does it take for a culture to survive? Steven Weitzman
addresses this question by exploring the "arts of cultural persistence--the tactics that cultures employ to
sustain themselves in the face of intractable realities. Surviving Sacrilege focuses on afamously resilient
culture caught between two disruptive acts of sacrilege: ancient Judaism between the destruction of the First
Temple (by the Babylonians) in 586 B.C. and the destruction of the Second Temple (by the Romans) in 70
CE.

Throughout this period Jews faced the challenge of preserving their religious traditions in aworld largely out
of their control--aworld ruled first by the Persians, then by the Hellenistic Seleucid Kingdom, and finally by
the Roman Empire. Their struggle to answer this challenge yields insight into the ingenuity, resourceful ness,
and creativity of adistinctive period in Jewish history, but one with broad implications for the study of
religious and cultural survival.

Detecting something tenaciously self-preserving at the core of the imagination, Weitzman argues that its
expression in storytelling, fantasy, imitation, metaphor, and magic allows a culture's survival instinct to
maneuver within, beyond, and even against the limits of reality.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Jennings:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistencein
Jewish Antiquity to read.

Thomas West:

This Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish Antiquity tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish
Antiquity can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditionsin e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish Antiquity giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Corey Barksdale:

The particular book Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish Antiquity will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the ideais very unigue. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistencein
Jewish Antiquity is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Gladys Jackson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish
Antiquity or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Surviving Sacrilege: Cultural Persistence in Jewish Antiquity to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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