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Respected author, scholar, and columnist Charles Murray has long challenged accepted notions of public and
social policy issues. In this volume, originally published in 1988, Murray presents a persuasive and practical
argument that reconsiders commonly held beliefs of what constitutes success in social policy by examining
the scope of government and its role in people’s pursuit of happiness.

In Pursuit begins by examining James Madison’s statement:  “a good government implies two things; first,
fidelity to the object of government, which is the happiness of the people; secondly, a knowledge of the
means by which that object can best be attained." Murray exhibits a thoughtful, accessible writing style as he
considers such basic, important questions as whether individual efforts or government reform should be
responsible for dealing with society's problems. Drawing from his minimalist-government viewpoint,
Murray proposes that government not try to force happiness on the people with federal policies or programs
but, rather, that it provide conditions that enable people to pursue happiness on their own.

Murray also proposes that the pursuit of happiness be used as a framework for analyzing the efficacy of
public policy, and he comes to the conclusion that Jeffersonian democracy is still the best way to run society,
even in today's complex society. The author states, "Jefferson and his colleagues were right more universally
than they knew. In particular, they understood that the vitality of communities and the freedom of individuals
are intertwined, not competitive."

Charles Murray is the W.H. Brady Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research.
He has written numerous books, including Coming Apart, Losing Ground, and Real Education. He is perhaps
best known for coauthoring the 1994 New York Times bestseller The Bell Curve with the late Richard J.
Herrnstein.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book In Pursuit: Of Happiness and Good Government. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book In
Pursuit: Of Happiness and Good Government. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Yvonne Casey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This In Pursuit: Of
Happiness and Good Government is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lisa Walker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking In Pursuit: Of Happiness and
Good Government that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick In Pursuit: Of Happiness and Good Government become your
own starter.

Cruz Fleury:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. In Pursuit:
Of Happiness and Good Government can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short
extra time problems.
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