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Presenting fresh insights on the internal dynamics and global contexts that shaped foreign relationsin early
modern Japan, Robert I. Hellyer challenges the till largely accepted wisdom that the Tokugawa shogunate,
guided by an ideology of seclusion, stifled intercourse with the outside world, especially in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries.

Examining diplomacy, coastal defense, and foreign trade, this study demonstrates that while the shogunate
created the broader framework, foreign relations were actually implemented through cooperative but
sometimes competitive rel ationships with the Satsuma and Tsushima domains, which themselves held
largely independent ties with neighboring states. Successive Tokugawa leaders also proactively revised
foreign trade, especially with China, taking steps that mirrored the commercia stances of other Asian and
Western states.

In the nineteenth century, the system of foreign relations continued to evolve, with Satsuma gaining a greater
share of foreign trade and Tsushima assuming more responsibility in coastal defense. The two domains
subsequently played key rolesin Japan’ s transition from using early modern East Asian practices of foreign
relations to the national adoption of international relations, especially the recasting of foreign trade and the
centralization of foreign relations authority, in the years surrounding the Meiji Restoration of 1868.
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From reader reviews:
Ericka McCall:

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book. Book has a
different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Defining Engagement: Japan and Global
Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a
new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suited book with you?

M atthew Schwartz;

The ability that you get from Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East
Asian Monographs) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Defining
Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Defining Engagement: Japan
and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) instantly.

Harry Fulford:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 -
1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) it is very good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Ann Macdonald:

Beside thiskind of Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Defining Engagement: Japan and Global



Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
now!
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