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Looking at the bubonic plague in colonial Senegal between 1914 and 1945, the author examines how
colonizer and colonized changed their perceptions of the epidemic over time. Africans tenaciously resisted
coercive and punitive plague control measures, and achieved a remarkable success in preventing the
imposition of urban residential segregation. Whereas French bio-medical officials were initially convinced
they would triumph over the plague pathogen, and contemptuously rejected the applied knowledge of
African healers, many Africans regarded plague as biological warfare utilized by their conquerors. Attitudes
changed as the plague became endemic from 1918 to 1945, imposing an especially severe burden on women.
Coercive plague control measures such as compulsory vaccination, travel restrictions, and undignified burial,
generated strong resistance, yet colonial officials gradually won the consent of a westernized minority of the
African elite who came to equate Western bio-medicine with modernity.

The call to segregate urban residents resonated throughout the plague years. The success of Africans in
employing the law and, occasionally, the streets, to resist forced relocation and residential segregation was a
remarkable achievement. Changing disease ecology played a complex role in the spread of bubonic plague,
aided by such colonial capitalist initiatives as railways, ports, cash crop market farming, and labor migration.
The powerful new pesticide DDT, administered by U.S. Army medics in 1944, probably ended the plague
cycle, although in postcolonial Senegal, the structural issues lying behind the disease are not being
addressed.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Black Death, White Medicine (Social History of
Africa,). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Black Death, White Medicine (Social History of Africa,). You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Dennis Taylor:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Black Death, White Medicine (Social History of Africa,) book is readable by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Black
Death, White Medicine (Social History of Africa,) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking Black Death, White Medicine (Social History of Africa,) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

James Sanchez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Black Death, White Medicine
(Social History of Africa,) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Eun Russell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Black Death, White Medicine (Social History of Africa,) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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