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“Majestic. Grounded in astute interpretations of how speech acts function in history, this book is an
exemplary model for future inquiries about the confluence of thought, poetry, and social action.”—Jerry
Ward Jr., coeditor of The Cambridge History of African American Literature
 
“A vade mecum for those interested in the cultural ingredients, the political values, and the artistic
sensibilities that united Langston Hughes and Martin Luther King Jr. in spirit, thought, and outlook.
Masterfully conceived, meticulously researched, and gracefully written, this book breaks new
ground.”—Lewis V. Baldwin, author of There Is a Balm in Gilead: The Cultural Roots of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
 
“Archival material is spotlighted in Miller’s exploration of the ways Martin Luther King Jr. enlarged the
appeal of his rhetoric by using poetry in his speeches. Readers will emerge with a greater appreciation of
both King and Langston Hughes.”—Donna Akiba Sullivan Harper, editor of The Later Simple Stories (The
Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Volume 8)
 
“Miller’s study provides an original, engaging and provocative thesis that explores the hitherto unexplored
links between two twentieth century African American icons.”—John A. Kirk, editor of Martin Luther King,
Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement: Controversies and Debates
 
For years, some scholars have privately suspected Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech was
connected to Langston Hughes’s poetry, and the link between the two was purposefully veiled through
careful allusions in King’s orations. In Origins of the Dream, W. Jason Miller lifts that veil to demonstrate
how Hughes’s revolutionary poetry became a measurable inflection in King’s voice, and that the influence
can be found in more than just the one famous speech.

Miller contends that by employing Hughes’s metaphors in his speeches, King negotiated a political climate
that sought to silence the poet’s subversive voice. He argues that by using allusion rather than quotation,
King avoided intensifying the threats and accusations against him, while allowing the nation to
unconsciously embrace the incendiary ideas behind Hughes’s poetry. 
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From reader reviews:

Randy Hunter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's
Rhetoric. Try to the actual book Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Laura Ide:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Origins of the Dream: Hughes's
Poetry and King's Rhetoric will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Nila Cobb:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric.

Cheryl Lopez:

This Origins of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Origins
of the Dream: Hughes's Poetry and King's Rhetoric can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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