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The present confrontation of Communist China and the United States, on which the future of peace in Asia
hinges, is merely the latest phase in a continuing historical process--the remaking of China's ancient society
under the stimulus of Western contact. How does it happen that a century of foreign trade and missionary
evangelism, of modern education and the training of Chinese students in Western ways, has now resulted in a
seeming rejection of the West? What has been the real nature of "China's response to the West" during the
past century of our contact?

This volume gives the first inside account, on so broad a scale, of how China's leaders reacted to the invasion
of Western arms and goods, persons and ideas, during the three generations from the Opium War to the rise
of the Kuomintang. In 28 chapters, with translations of 65 key documents, the authors trace the stages by
which the scholar-officials of the Middle Kingdom were brought to recognize successively the need for
Western arms to defend their country, Western technology for making arms, modern science to support
technology, its application in modern industry to strengthen the nation, and all the attendant new ideas which
led them eventually into great movements for institutional reform, political revolution, and ideological
reconstruction.

From the famous Commissioner un's first study of Western geography during his anti-opium crusade,
through the efforts of Li Hungchang and others at "self-strengthening" by industrialization, down to the
critical thought of Dr. Hu Shih and the eclecticism of Sun Yat-sen in the early 20th century, the writings of
China's leaders ring the changes on a central theme how to remake their heritage and create a modern nation
capable of meeting the West on equal terms. The provincial viceroys, the Reformers of 1898, the Boxers in
1900, the old Empress Dowager, and the eager students studying abroad, each in their own way, all grapple
with this absorbing problem. The varied Chinese responses to the West in the formative century here
analyzed give us a new insight into the springs of social action among one-fifth of mankind.

The companion volume, for the research specialist, provides Notes and Sources, Bibliography, and a
Glossary of Chinese names and terms, essential bases for further exploration of this new field.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This China's response to the West;: A documentary survey, 1839-1923 book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer involving China's response to the West;: A documentary survey, 1839-1923 content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking China's response to the West;: A
documentary survey, 1839-1923 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled China's response to the West;: A documentary survey,
1839-1923 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Robicheaux:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is China's response to the West;: A documentary survey, 1839-1923.

Scott Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra China's response to the West;:
A documentary survey, 1839-1923.
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