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Observing black imagery through a century of comics.

This wide-ranging little book spotlights over 100 comics strips, comic books, and graphic novels to feature
black characters from all over the world over the last century, and the result is a fascinating journey to, if not
enlightenment, then at least away from the horrendous caricatures of yore.

The book begins with the habitually appalling images of blacks as ignorant "coons" in the earliest syndicated
strips (Happy Hooligan, Moon Mullins, and The Katzenjammer Kids); continues with the almost-quaint
colonialist images of the suppressed Tintin album Tintin in the Congo and such ambiguous figures as
Mandrake the Magician's "noble savage" assistant Lothar in the '30s (not to mention Torchy Brown, the first
syndicated black character), moving on to such oddities as the offensive Ebony character in Will Eisner's
otherwise classic The Spirit from the '40s and '50s. We then continue into the often earnest attempts at '60s
integration in such strips as Peanuts (and comic books such as the Fantastic Four), as well as the first wave
of "black strips" like Wee Pals, juxtaposed with the shocking satire of underground comics such as R.
Crumb's incendiary Angefood McSpade. Also investigated is the increased use of blacks in super-hero comic
books such as Uncanny X-Men and Luke Cage, Hero for Hire, as well as syndicated strips like Friday Foster
and Quincy in the '70s (to say nothing of Beetle Bailey's controversial Lt. Flap). From Cartoon Coons to the
Boondocks wraps up from the '80s to now, with the increased visibility of blacks, often in works actually
produced by blacks, all the way to the South African strip Madam & Eve, Aaron McGruder's pointed daily
The Boondocks, and Ho Che Anderson's Martin Luther King biography King.

Each strip, comic, or graphic novel is spotlighted via a compact but instructive 200-word essay and a
representative illustration. The book is augmented by a context-setting introduction, an extensive source list
and bibliography, and a foreword by Charles R. Johnson, the recipient of a MacArthur Foundation
fellowship and winner of the National Book Award for his 1990 novel Middle Passage (and a published
cartoonist to boot!).
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Black Images in the Comics: A
Visual History to read.

James Matter:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Black Images in the Comics: A Visual History, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Annette Dixon:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Black Images in the Comics: A Visual History your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get before. The Black Images in the Comics: A Visual History giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Eric Sanders:

Black Images in the Comics: A Visual History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Black Images in the Comics: A
Visual History although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new



stage of crucial thinking.
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