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In this book Peter Lindert evaluates environmental concerns about soil degradation in two very large
countries--China and Indonesia--where anecdotal evidence has suggested serious problems. Lindert does
what no scholar before him has done: using new archival data sets, he measures changes in soil productivity
over long enough periods of time to reveal the influence of human activity.China and Indonesia are good test
cases because of their geography and history. China has been at the center of global concerns about
desertification and water erosion, which it may have accelerated with intense agriculture. Most of
Indonesia¹s lands were created by volcanoes and erosion, and its rapid deforestation and shifting slash-burn
agriculture have been singled out for international censure.Lindert's investigation suggests that human
mismanagement is not on average worsening the soil quality in China and Indonesia. Human cultivation
lowers soil nitrogen and organic matter, but has offsetting positive effects. Economic development and rising
incomes may even lead to better soil. Beyond the importance of Lindert's immediate findings, this book
opens a new area of study--quantitative soil history--and raises the standard for debating soil trends.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Shifting Ground: The Changing Agricultural Soils of China and Indonesia
can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Brian Nelson:

You can get this Shifting Ground: The Changing Agricultural Soils of China and Indonesia by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jose Gould:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shifting Ground: The Changing Agricultural Soils of China and
Indonesia can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Belinda Bridges:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Shifting Ground: The Changing Agricultural Soils of China and Indonesia when you required it?
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