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Dr. Timothy R. Furnish applies Primary World analysis-political, cultural, social, and economic- to Middle-
earth's 7,000 years of recorded history in High Towers and Strong Places. Steering clear of literary criticism,
the standard approach to Tolkien for the last six decades, this book instead uses Tolkien's writings to
examine each of the major races of Middle-earth in some detail. It then delves into how each speaking
people's anthropological traits informed the political systems they devised. Middle-earth's many states,
Beleriand to Barad-dur and Utumno to Umbar, from First through early Fourth Ages, are compared and
contrasted with Primary World examples such as Rome/Byzantium; the Carolingian Empire; and the Islamic
caliphates before being classified as monarchies, aristocracies or democracies. High Towers and Strong
Places also offers a grander geopolitical analysis, looking at the international relations and balance-of-power
politics over millennia of Middle-earth's history. Particular attention is paid to little-studied issues:
Numenor's Second Age imperialism; the longue duree planning of immortal beings such as Sauron and
Galadriel; and Gondor's role as Third Age hegemon. Morgoth and Sauron, powerful but ultimately failed
god-kings, receive specific scrutiny-especially the relationships with their minions, both major (Balrogs,
Dragons) and minor (Goblins, Orcs and Trolls). High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History of
Middle-earth can be read as a stand-alone volume or as an introductory work to the upcoming Bright Swords
and Glorious Warriors: A Military History of Middle-earth. Fans of fantasy books and movies, as well as
gaming fans will find High Towers and Strong Places a fascinating read as well as a valuable resource."
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love High Towers and Strong
Places: A Political History of Middle-Earth, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Karen Bell:

Beside that High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History of Middle-Earth in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History of Middle-Earth because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from
right now!

Rachel Kaufman:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History
of Middle-Earth. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Donald Barber:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History of Middle-Earth. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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