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“Ginger Rogers did everything that Fred Astaire did,” so the saying goes, “but she did it backwards and in
high heels.” Faith Whittlesey popularized this quotation during the 1980s, and many books attribute the line
to her. The message clearly resonated with a generation of American men and women coming to age in the
late 20th century, when all things seemed possible.

In this book Faith Whittlesey gives concrete meaning to the quotation through her life and career as an
effective “Madam Ambassador” in the worlds of both money and politics. Raised in western New York State
by highly motivated Irish-American parents of limited means, she worked to reach an eminent position as
Ronald Reagan’s Ambassador to Switzerland (twice), and to serve as the highest-ranking woman on
Reagan’s White House staff from 1983–1985. There she occupied the West Wing office soon to be Hillary
Clinton’s, and as a widow (since 1974) with three children provided a female influence of her own to a
presidential culture well before it was fashionable.

In addition to her activities in U.S. policy and politics, for more than 30 years Whittlesey has proven to be
one of the most important liaisons between the United States and Switzerland, a sister republic as well as
financial superpower. Whether operating from her second floor office in the White House’s West Wing or
the bucolic Ambassador’s residence in Bern, Switzerland, Whittlesey made a practice to advocate Reagan’s
policies through thoughtful debate and persuasive argumentation.

After leaving government service, she practiced private-sector diplomacy, serving from 1989 as Chairman
and then Emeritus of the American Swiss Foundation, which endeavors to promote understanding between
the two nations, organizing several private high-level delegations to visit China, and participating, both
publicly and also at times “behind the scenes,” in discussion of the most significant public policy issues of
recent decades.

This book provides a fascinating look into how one woman, despite daunting obstacles, was able to achieve
exceptional influence, thence use her position for the furtherance of common good.

REVIEWS

“…tells the story of the political career of a remarkable and sometimes polarizing political figure…”
Philadelphia Inquirer
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
may share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Backwards, in High Heels: Faith Whittlesey, Ronald Reagan's "Madam Ambassador" in Switzerland and
the West Wing.

Larry Chaffin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Backwards, in High Heels: Faith Whittlesey, Ronald Reagan's "Madam Ambassador" in Switzerland
and the West Wing can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Michael Kautz:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Backwards, in High Heels: Faith Whittlesey, Ronald Reagan's
"Madam Ambassador" in Switzerland and the West Wing was filled about science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Miranda Durkee:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Backwards, in High Heels: Faith
Whittlesey, Ronald Reagan's "Madam Ambassador" in Switzerland and the West Wing or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any



other book likes Backwards, in High Heels: Faith Whittlesey, Ronald Reagan's "Madam Ambassador" in
Switzerland and the West Wing to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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