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On the eve of the Civil War, the Irish were one of America's largest ethnic groups, and approximately
150,000 fought for the Union. Analyzing letters and diaries written by soldiers and civilians; military,
church, and diplomatic records; and community newspapers, Susannah Ural Bruce significantly expands the
story of Irish-American Catholics in the Civil War, and reveals a complex picture of those who fought for the
Union.

While the population was diverse, many Irish Americans had dual loyalties to the U.S. and Ireland, which
influenced their decisions to volunteer, fight, or end their military service. When the Union cause supported
their interests in Ireland and America, large numbers of Irish Americans enlisted. However, as the war
progressed, the Emancipation Proclamation, federal draft, and sharp rise in casualties caused Irish Americans
to question—and sometimes abandon—the war effort because they viewed such changes as detrimental to
their families and futures in America and Ireland.

By recognizing these competing and often fluid loyalties, The Harp and the Eagle sheds new light on the
relationship between Irish-American volunteers and the Union Army, and how the Irish made sense of both
the Civil War and their loyalty to the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Murray:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American
Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865 as the daily resource information.

Steven Weathers:

This book untitled The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865 to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Thomas Carroll:

Typically the book The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865 will
bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Harp and the
Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865 is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sean Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the
Union Army, 1861-1865 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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