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Throughout most of American history, US military forces proved unready for the wars that were thrust upon
them and suffered costly reverses in early battles. During the Cold War, for the first time, US defence policy
tried to maintain high readiness in peacetime. But now, with the Cold War over and defence budgets falling,
what will happwn to US military forces? Will they revert to a state of unpreparedness or find their balance?
Politicians and military planners alike have found this crucial issue especially difficult to deal with because
they have often misunderstood what unreadiness really means. In this book, security expert, Ricahrd Betts
analyzes why attempts to maximize combat readiness often have counterproductive effects, and how
confusions in technical concepts cause political controversy. The book explores conflicts between two
objectives that are both vital but work against each other because they compete for resources: operational
readiness to fight immediately, and structural readiness - the number of organized units that increase military
power, but require time during a crisis to gear up for combat. Betts also discusses the problem brought on by
the Cold War and plunging defence budgets: mobilization readiness - the plans and arrangements needed to
shorten the time for recreating a large military if it once again becomes necessary. Betts offers new ideas for
understanding the dilemmas and tradeoffs that underlie debates on how readiness should be maintained in
peacetime, and he explores the strategic consequences of different choices.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Military Readiness: Concepts, Choices,
Consequences. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Mark Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Military Readiness:
Concepts, Choices, Consequences book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jason Scott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Military Readiness: Concepts, Choices,
Consequences publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Military Readiness: Concepts,
Choices, Consequences as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Elizabeth Acker:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Military Readiness: Concepts, Choices, Consequences was filled regarding science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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