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Atomic Tragedy offers a unique perspective on one of the most important events of the twentieth century. As
secretary of war during World War II, Henry L. Stimson (1867–1950) oversaw the American nuclear
weapons program. In a book about how an experienced, principled man faltered when confronted by the
tremendous challenge posed by the intersection of war, diplomacy, and technology, Sean L. Malloy
examines Stimson's struggle to reconcile his responsibility for "the most terrible weapon ever known in
human history" with his long-standing convictions about war and morality. Ultimately, Stimson's story is one
of failure; despite his beliefs, Stimson reluctantly acquiesced in the use of the atomic bomb against heavily
populated Japanese cities in August 1945.

This is the first biography of Stimson to benefit from extensive use of papers relating to the Manhattan
Project; Malloy has also uncovered evidence illustrating the origins of Stimson's commitment to eliminating
or refining the conduct of war against civilians, information that makes clear the agony of Stimson's
dilemma. The ultimate aim of Atomic Tragedy is not only to contribute to a greater historical understanding
of the first use of nuclear weapons but also to offer lessons from the decision-making process during the
years 1940–1945 that are applicable to the current world environment. As the United States mobilizes
scientists and engineers to build new and supposedly more "usable" nuclear weapons and as nations in Asia
and the Middle East are replicating the feat of the Manhattan Project physicists at Los Alamos, it is more
important than ever that policymakers and analysts recognize the chain of failures surrounding the first use
of those weapons at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Ford:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson
and the Decision to Use the Bomb against Japan is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Melanie Pemberton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson and the Decision to Use the Bomb against Japan can be
your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson and
the Decision to Use the Bomb against Japan which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Georgia Yorke:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson and the Decision to Use the Bomb against Japan we
can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
book Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson and the Decision to Use the Bomb against Japan. You can more
desirable than now.
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