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Challenges existing views of crafts and service workers in Egypt in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.

This book charts new directions in Egyptian social history, providing the first systematic account of
adaptation and protest among crafts and service workers in Egypt in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Using a wealth of new sources, John T. Chalcraft challenges conventional notions of craft
stagnation and decline by recovering the largely unknown histories of crafts workers' restructuring in the
face of world economic integration, and their petitions, demonstrations, and strike-action at a time of state-
building and colonial rule. Chalcraft demonstrates the economic importance of petty producers and service
providers, and tells the story of widespread collective assertion couched in new discourses of citizenship and
nationalism. He also gives a new interpretation of the end of the guilds in Egypt and addresses larger debates
about unevenness under capitalism.

“…Chalcraft’s book makes a valuable contribution to our general knowledge of Egypt’s economic history
before World War I and our specific understanding of how Egyptian workers organized themselves within a
challenging political and economic environment.” — American Historical Review

"An intelligent, erudite, and original work. Chalcraft finds that while guilds collapsed in the 1890s, the
handicraft/service economy did not. In contrast to the dominant literature, he argues that small providers of
goods and services managed to retain shares of existing markets and, in some sectors, they remained
dominant for very long periods of time." — Ellis Jay Goldberg, editor of The Social History of Labor in the
Middle East

"Chalcraft corrects a good number of errors and misunderstandings by previous scholars by concentrating on
social strata that have hitherto largely been excluded from the history of nineteenth-century Egypt." — Joel
Beinin, author of Workers and Peasants in the Modern Middle East
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From reader reviews:

Lula Estes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Striking Cabbies of Cairo and Other Stories: Crafts and Guilds in Egypt, 1863-1914 (Suny Series in
the Social and Economic History of the Middle East), you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

James Chapman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Striking Cabbies of Cairo and Other Stories:
Crafts and Guilds in Egypt, 1863-1914 (Suny Series in the Social and Economic History of the Middle East)
can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Easterling:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Striking Cabbies of Cairo and
Other Stories: Crafts and Guilds in Egypt, 1863-1914 (Suny Series in the Social and Economic History of the
Middle East) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Frank Arnett:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Striking Cabbies of Cairo and Other Stories: Crafts and Guilds in
Egypt, 1863-1914 (Suny Series in the Social and Economic History of the Middle East) we can have more



advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
The Striking Cabbies of Cairo and Other Stories: Crafts and Guilds in Egypt, 1863-1914 (Suny Series in the
Social and Economic History of the Middle East). You can more pleasing than now.
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