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As Americans geared up for World War II, each state responded according to its economy and
circumstances—as well as the disposition of its citizens. This book considers the war years in Iowa by
looking at activity on different home fronts and analyzing the resilience of Iowans in answering the call to
support the war effort.

With its location in the center of the country, far from potentially threatened coasts, Iowa was also the center
of American isolationism—historically Republican and resistant to involvement in another European war.
Yet Iowans were quick to step up, and Lisa Ossian draws on historical archives as well as on artifacts of
popular culture to record the rhetoric and emotion of their support.

Ossian shows how Iowans quickly moved from skepticism to overwhelming enthusiasm for the war and
answered the call on four fronts: farms, factories, communities, and kitchens. Iowa’s farmers faced labor and
machinery shortages, yet produced record amounts of crops and animals—even at the expense of valuable
topsoil. Ordnance plants turned out bombs and machine gun bullets. Meanwhile, communities supported war
bond and scrap drives, while housewives coped with rationing, raised Victory gardens, and turned to home
canning.

The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939–1945 depicts real people and their concerns, showing the price paid in
physical and mental exhaustion and notes the heavy toll exacted on Iowa’s sons who fell in battle. Ossian
also considers the relevance of such issues as race, class, and gender—particularly the role of women on the
home front and the recruitment of both women and blacks for factory work—taking into account a prevalent
suspicion of ethnic groups by the state’s largely homogeneous population.

The fact that Iowans could become loyal citizen soldiers—forming an Industrial and Defense Commission
even before Pearl Harbor—speaks not only to the patriotism of these sturdy midwesterners but also to the
overall resilience of Americans. In unraveling how Iowans could so overwhelmingly support the war, Ossian
digs deep into history to show us the power of emotion—and to help us better understand why World War II
is consistently remembered as “the Good War.”
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new
book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Norman Eiland:

This The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Connie Medina:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 this book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Kelly Jackson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945 was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939-1945
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading that will.
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