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Why is the word madre, "mother," so complicated in Spanish?especially in Mexico?

Leaping off the page with energy, insight, and attitude, Liza Bakewell's exploration of language is anything
but "just semantics." Why does me vale madre mean worthless, while !qué padre! means fabulous, she asks?
And why do one hundred madres disappear when one padre enters the room, converting the group from
madres to padres? Thus begins a journey through Mexican culture in all its color: weddings, dinner parties,
an artist's studio, heart-stopping taxi rides, angry journalists, corrupt politicians, Blessed Virgins, and
mothers both sacred and profane.

Along the way, a reader discovers not only an invaluable lexicon of Mexican slang (to be used with caution
or not at all) but also thought-provoking reflections on the evolution of language; its winding path through
culture, religion, and politics; and, not least, what it means?and what it threatens?to be a creative female, a
madre.
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From reader reviews:

George Foulds:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Madre: Perilous Journeys with a
Spanish Noun will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Johanna Bassett:

The book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Madre: Perilous Journeys
with a Spanish Noun? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Angel Sutton:

The book untitled Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Patsy Kuster:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a
Spanish Noun has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that will.
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