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Figures of Play explores the reflexive aspects of ancient theatrical culture across genres. Fifth century
tragedy and comedy sublimated the agonistic basis of Greek civilization in a way that invited the community
of the polis to confront itself. In the theatre, as in the courts and assemblies, a significant subset of the
Athenian public was spectator and judge of contests where important social and ideological issues were
played to it by its own members. The "syntax" of drama is shown to involve specific "figures of play"
through which the theatrical medium turns back on itself to study the various contexts of its production.
Greek tragedy and comedy were argued to be tempermentally metafictional in that they are always involved
in recycling older fictions into contemporary scenarios of immediate relevance to the polis. The
phemonenology of this process is discussed under three headings, each a "figure of play": 1) surface play--
momentary disruption of the theatrical pretense through word, sign, gesture; 2) mise en abyme--a mini-
drama embedded in a larger framework; 3) contrafact--an extended remake in which one play is based on
another. Following three chapters in which this framework is set forth and illustrated with concrete examples
there are five case studies named after the protagonists of the plays in question: Aias, Pentheus, Tereus,
Bellerophontes, Herakles. Hence the other meaning of "figures of play" as stage figures. In the second
section of the book on "the Anatomy of Dramatic Fiction," special attention is paid to the interaction
between genres. In particular, Aristophanic comedy is shown to be engaged in an intense rivalry with tragedy
that underscores the different ways in which each genre deployed its powers of representation. Tragedy
refashions myth: in Bakkhai, for example, it is argued that Euripides reinvented Dionysis to be specifically a
theatrical god, a symbol of tragedy's powers of representation. Comedy refashions tragedy: in a series of
utopian comedies, Aristophanes re-enacts a tragic scenario in a way that revals comedy as a superior means
of solving political and social crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics. Try to
face the book Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics as your friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Rhonda Hoffman:

The book Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Padgett:

The guide untitled Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics is the book that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Santos Conrad:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Figures of Play: Greek Drama and
Metafictional Poetics is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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