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From the Chicago Conspiracy Trial and the O. J. Simpson trial to the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill
congressional hearings, legal and legislative proceedings in the latter part of the twentieth-century kept
Americans spellbound. Situated on the shifting border between imagination and the law, trial plays edit,
arrange, and reproduce court records, media coverage, and first-person interviews, transforming these
elements into a performance. In this first book-length critical study of contemporary American documentary
theater, Jacqueline O’Connor examines in depth ten such plays, all written and staged since 1970, and
considers the role of the genre in re-creating and revising narratives of significant conflicts in contemporary
history.

Documentary theater, she shows, is a particularly appropriate and widely utilized  theatrical form for
engaging in debate about tensions between civil rights  and institutional power, the inconsistency of justice,
and challenges to gender norms. For each of the plays discussed, including The Trial of the Catonsville Nine,
Unquestioned Integrity: The Hill/Thomas Hearings, and The Laramie Project, O'Connor provides historical
context and a brief production history before considering the trial the play focuses on. Grouping plays
historically and thematically, she demonstrates how dramatic representation advances our understanding of
the law's power while revealing the complexities that hinder society's pursuit of justice. 
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Documentary
Trial Plays in Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Daniel Butler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Documentary Trial
Plays in Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Christopher Sanchez:

The knowledge that you get from Documentary Trial Plays in Contemporary American Theater (Theater in
the Americas) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Documentary Trial Plays in
Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Documentary Trial Plays in Contemporary American Theater
(Theater in the Americas) instantly.

Jennifer Bedard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Documentary Trial Plays in
Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.
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