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The mythology of nineteenth-century American economic exceptionalism trumpeted the positive work
incentives prevailing in a society of scarce labor, weak class barriers, and abundant opportunity. This
ideology agreed with the optimistic vein of political economy, in which high wages went hand in hand with
increased productivity. What, then, was the supposed role of poverty, the fear of poverty, and other
"negative" work incentives in the era of early industrial capitalism and escalating sectional conflict over
slavery? American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety examines a wide spectrum of antebellum American
thought on these and related issues, including slavery and cheap immigrant and female sweated labor.

Some leading American critics of slavery and "indiscriminate" poor relief suggested that "free market"
compulsions of hunger and thirst were therapeutic and ennobling and by themselves elevated capitalist wage
labor above chattel servitude. Others, including prominent Republican proponents of the mythology of
northern American exceptionalism, tied the legitimacy of capitalist wage labor to the hireling's ability to
commodify his labor to his own advantage. Distinct from both these groups were labor-reform critics who
insisted both that capitalists were finding "starvation wages" sufficiently labor-inducing and that the "lash" of
poverty demoralized and crushed, rather than ennobled, northern wage laborers. Glickstein pays particular
attention to neglected early nineteenth-century debates over the circumstances under which the allure to
employers of "cheap" or otherwise "servile" labor trumped the supposed superior productivity of more
generously compensated, "respectable" free labor. In probing Republican commentators' paradoxical fear
that northern white labor could not withstand competition from "inferior" slave labor, for example, he
challenges the still-dominant characterization of Republican Party free-labor ideology as an optimistic, self-
confident creed.

In the course of exploring the dark side of antebellum American labor ideologies, Glickstein engages some
of the most significant issues in antebellum historiography, including the market revolution, the linguistic
turn, whiteness as an axis of self-identity, and bourgeois ideological hegemony.
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From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition, and
Degraded Labor in the Antebellum United States.

Shawn Jones:

Here thing why this kind of American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition, and
Degraded Labor in the Antebellum United States are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition, and Degraded Labor in the
Antebellum United States giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition,
and Degraded Labor in the Antebellum United States. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of American Exceptionalism, American
Anxiety: Wages, Competition, and Degraded Labor in the Antebellum United States in e-book can be your
alternative.

Therese Webb:

This book untitled American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition, and Degraded Labor
in the Antebellum United States to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.

Mary Wines:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide American Exceptionalism, American Anxiety: Wages, Competition,
and Degraded Labor in the Antebellum United States was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to



add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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