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I joined the Marine Corps during my second year of law school and served as a criminal defense counsel and
criminal prosecutor. But when I deployed to Iraq in 2006, it wasn’t in the role of a JAG officer. In the
Marine Corps all the officers learn the basics of many different jobs, so I volunteered for the deployment as a
Civil Affairs Team Leader. I led a team of eight Marines and a Navy Corpsman. We were attached to a
Marine infantry battalion between Fallujah and Ramadi in Al-Anbar Province. I was expected to develop
contracts with the local population to help rebuild the basic infrastructure needed for any city. The projects
were designed to provide clean running water, functioning electricity, driveable roads, and well-needed
schools. But in the fall of 2006, when the insurgency in Iraq was at its most powerful level, members visited
the local Iraqis at night with death threats for any indication of cooperation.

The time I spent in Iraq was the highlight of my career—not too many lawyers get to lead Marines in a war
environment. I learned a lot about myself, and effective leadership, while I was there. I was out with a squad
of Marines on a regular combat patrol on Oct. 18, 2006. We had just gotten to an area near one of our
forward operating bases where an enemy sniper had already killed a few Marines. We had a reporter with us
that day, and I noticed him standing around at one of our stops. When we started walking away from the
Humvee at the next stop, I warned him to move faster. He stepped forward and a split second later, a bullet
came in right where his head had been and hit the wall near us. The next shot hit me behind my left ear and
exited out my mouth, causing catastrophic damage. When the Corpsman came running over, the Marines
near me told him I was dead.

Blood poured out of my head as Corpsman George Grant focused on keeping me alive. He somehow
performed rescue breathing on my destroyed mouth, and then cut open my throat and performed an
emergency tracheotomy so I would not drown on my own blood. George was only 25 at the time and had
never performed that kind of surgery on a human before, although he had done it once on a pig during a
controlled training environment for Corpsmen at Camp Pendleton, California.

It is now 10 years since my injury. I cannot see out of my left eye, I am missing most of my teeth and the end
of my tongue, and I cannot talk clearly. I cannot run because the doctors removed several of the bones in my
legs to reconstruct my upper and lower jaws. I also suffer from post-traumatic stress and a traumatic brain
injury.

Thanks to Corpsman Grant, my wife and family, and numerous individuals and organizations, I have had a
fortunate recovery. I retired as a lieutenant colonel, ultimately practiced law for 15 years, and now run my
own business as an inspirational speaker and leadership advisor.

I have taken what I learned in the Marines and applied it to the corporate business world, because I learned
that operating in the military and leading a team in the private or public sector have definite parallels.
Knowing that most people do not have the benefit of learning leadership through an organization like the
Marine Corps, and that we can all benefit from the principles our military holds dearly, I wrote “My
Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the Front Lines.”



What you are reading now are 101 of the most poignant leadership quotes from “My Battlefield.” Each
comes from the heart and is based on my real life experience. Through my own reflective process, I collected
the quotes I thought would be most impactful to those who take leadership seriously. I hope that each one
will give you something to think about and help you on your journey to be a better leader.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

The actual book 101 Leadership Quotes from My Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the
Front Line has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Kevin Kennard:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled 101 Leadership Quotes from My Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the Front Line
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The 101 Leadership Quotes from My
Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the Front Line giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Crystal Dewitt:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The 101
Leadership Quotes from My Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the Front Line will give you
new experience in reading through a book.

John Flores:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of 101 Leadership Quotes from My Battlefield,
Your Office: Leadership Lessons from the Front Line can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have 101 Leadership Quotes from My Battlefield, Your Office: Leadership Lessons
from the Front Line.
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