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Explores how Transylvania figures in the Hungarian imagination and how this border region functions in
the creation of national identity.

The Remote Borderland explores the significance of the contested region of Transylvania to the creation of
Hungarian national identity. Author Laszlo Kurti illustrates the process by which European intellectuals,
politicians, and artists locate their nation's territory, embody it with meaning, and reassert its importance at
various historical junctures. The book's discussion of the contested and negotiated nature of nationality in its
East Central European setting reveals cultural assumptions profoundly mortgaged to twentieth-century
notions of home, nation, state, and people. The Remote Borderland shows that it is not only important to
recognize that nations are imagined, but to note how and where they are imagined in order to truly
understand the transformation of European societies during the twentieth century.

"The most impressive aspect of this book is the very extensive field work that Kurti carried out in Hungary
and Transylvania in the 1980s and 1990s. He relates not only what he learned about life in both places,
before and after the collapse of communism, but also tells the story of how he experienced these changing
political circumstances and how it affected his work. This is gripping stuff. Moreover, his reporting includes
not only the standard stuff of ethnography, what was going on in people's lives while he was there, but also
what was happening politically and in popular culture that influenced how people understood their
circumstances. Tales of political actions, news reporting, an 'underground' youth culture, and the musings of
literary figures are all grist for Kurti's mill." -- John W. Cole, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

"The Remote Borderland lays out very intelligently a theoretical and historical problematization of
Transylvanian identity from the standpoint of Hungarian and Romanian elites. It contextualizes the historical
development of Transylvania as both a remote and border region within the relevant scholarship on pre and
postcommunist East Europe. By so doing Kurti seeks to provoke a series of questions about the ambiguous
links between nation, state, and territory--questions that have potentially broad comparative significance for
anthropologists, sociologists, historians, and political scientists." -- Douglas R. Holmes, author of Cultural
Disenchantments: Worker Peasantries in Northern Italy
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Harrelson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Remote Borderland:
Transylvania in the Hungarian Imagination (SUNY series in National Identities) book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Debra Durso:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Remote Borderland: Transylvania in the
Hungarian Imagination (SUNY series in National Identities) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Misty Ware:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Remote Borderland: Transylvania in the
Hungarian Imagination (SUNY series in National Identities) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Remote Borderland: Transylvania in the Hungarian Imagination (SUNY series
in National Identities).

Christopher Dixon:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Remote Borderland: Transylvania in the Hungarian Imagination (SUNY series in National
Identities). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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