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Today one would be hard pressed to choose a "Pre-eminent Victorian," but among the Victorians themselves
it was agreed that one figure towered above the rest. His name was Joseph Paxton (1803 1865), and he
bestrode the worlds of horticulture, urban planning, and architecture like a colossus. This was the self-taught
polymath who had a solution to every large-scale logistical problem, the genius whom an impossibly
overworked Charles Dickens dubbed "The Busiest Man in England."

Rising quickly from humble beginnings, Paxton, at age 23, became head gardener and architect at
Chatsworth, the estate of the sixth Duke of Devonshire. Under Paxton's direction, Chatsworth was
transformed into the greatest garden in England, a paradise of magnificent greenhouses, gravity-defying
fountains, and innovative waterworks. Queen Victoria herself came to marvel; here was Britain's answer to
the hanging gardens of Babylon.

But it was the Crystal Palace, home of the Great Exhibition of 1851, that secured Paxton's fame. Two
thousand men worked for eight months to complete this unprecedented temporary structure of iron and glass.
It was six times the size of St. Paul's Cathedral, and entertained six million visitors. In the wake of its
spectacular success, Paxton was in constant demand to design public buildings and propose ways to ease
congestion in London, then the world's most populous city.

An artist among researchers, Kate Colquhoun handles her complex subject as if she were born to biography.
She tells the compelling story of a man who embodied the Victorian ideals of self-improvement, industry,
and civic service, and paints a touching portrait of a remarkably down-to-earth visionary.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Busiest Man in England: A Life of
Joseph Paxton, Gardener, Architect & Victorian Visionary book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Dale Winsett:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book The Busiest Man in England: A Life of Joseph Paxton, Gardener, Architect
& Victorian Visionary it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book has high quality.

John Smithers:

Precisely why? Because this The Busiest Man in England: A Life of Joseph Paxton, Gardener, Architect &
Victorian Visionary is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Philip Nguyen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you personally is The Busiest Man in England: A Life of Joseph Paxton,



Gardener, Architect & Victorian Visionary this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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