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As Europe began to grow rich during the Middle Ages, its wealth materialized in the well-made clothes,
linens, and wares of ordinary households. Such items were indicators of one’s station in life in a society
accustomed to reading visible signs of rank. In a world without banking, household goods became valuable
commodities that often substituted for hard currency. Pawnbrokers and resellers sprang up, helping to push
these goods into circulation. Simultaneously, a harshly coercive legal system developed to ensure that
debtors paid their due.

Focusing on the Mediterranean cities of Marseille and Lucca, Legal Plunder explores how the newfound
wealth embodied in household goods shaped the beginnings of a modern consumer economy in late medieval
Europe. The vigorous trade in goods that grew up in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries entangled
households in complex relationships of credit and debt, and one of the most common activities of law courts
during the period was debt recovery. Sergeants of the law were empowered to march into debtors’ homes
and seize belongings equal in value to the debt owed. These officials were agents of a predatory economy,
cogs in a political machinery of state-sponsored plunder.

As Daniel Smail shows, the records of medieval European law courts offer some of the most vivid
descriptions of material culture in this period, providing insights into the lives of men and women on the
cusp of modern capitalism. Then as now, money and value were implicated in questions of power and
patterns of violence.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in
Late Medieval Europe seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection
in Late Medieval Europe is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in Late Medieval Europe. You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Betty Adkins:

The knowledge that you get from Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in Late Medieval Europe
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Legal Plunder: Households and Debt
Collection in Late Medieval Europe giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this specific Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in Late
Medieval Europe instantly.

Maribel Davenport:

The particular book Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in Late Medieval Europe will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Legal Plunder:
Households and Debt Collection in Late Medieval Europe is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Legal Plunder: Households and Debt Collection in Late
Medieval Europe, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.
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