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If we are to believe sensationalist media coverage, Satanism is, at its most benign, the purview of people who
dress in black, adorn themselves with skull and pentagram paraphernalia, and listen to heavy metal. At its
most sinister, its adherents are worshippers of evil incarnate and engage in violent and perverse secret rituals,
the details of which mainstream society imagines with a fascination verging on the obscene. Children of
Lucifer debunks these facile characterizations by exploring the historical origins of modern Satanism. Ruben
van Luijk traces the movement's development from a concept invented by a Christian church eager to
demonize its internal and external competitors to a positive (anti-)religious identity embraced by various
groups in the modern West.

Van Luijk offers a comprehensive intellectual history of this long and unpredictable trajectory. This story
involves Romantic poets, radical anarchists, eccentric esotericists, Decadent writers, and schismatic
exorcists, among others, and culminates in the establishment of the Church of Satan by carnival entertainer
Anton Szandor LaVey. Yet it is more than a collection of colorful characters and unlikely historical episodes.
The emergence of new attitudes toward Satan proves to be intimately linked to the ideological struggle for
emancipation that transformed the West and is epitomized by the American and French Revolutions. It is
also closely connected to secularization, that other exceptional historical process which saw Western culture
spontaneously renounce its traditional gods and enter into a self-imposed state of religious indecision.

Children of Lucifer makes the case that the emergence of Satanism presents a shadow history of the
evolution of modern civilization as we know it. Offering the most comprehensive account of this history yet
written, van Luijk proves that, in the case of Satanism, the facts are much more interesting than the fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

The book Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford Studies in Western
Esotericism) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford
Studies in Western Esotericism)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford Studies in Western
Esotericism) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look
the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Rogers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Children
of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford Studies in Western Esotericism) book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Marina Espinal:

The actual book Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford Studies in Western
Esotericism) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford Studies in Western Esotericism) is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Eleanor Abney:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is actually Children of Lucifer: The Origins of Modern Religious Satanism (Oxford
Studies in Western Esotericism).
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