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In the early nineteenth century, Russia established a colony in California that lasted until the Russian-
American Company sold Fort Ross and Bodega Bay to John Sutter in 1841. This annotated collection of
Russian accounts of Alta California, many of them translated here into English from Russian for the first
time, presents richly detailed impressions by visiting Russian mariners, scientists, and Russian-American
Company officials regarding the environment, people, economy, and politics of the province. Gathered from
Russian archival collections and obscure journals, these testimonies represent a major contribution to the
little-known history of Russian America.

Well educated and curious, the visiting Russians were acute observers, generous in their appreciation of
Hispanic hospitality but outspoken in their criticisms of all they found backward or abhorrent. In the various
reports and reminiscences contained within this volume, they make astute observations of both Hispanic and
Native inhabitants, describing the Catholic missions with their devout friars and neophyte workers; the
corruptible Franciscan missionaries; the sorry plight of mission Indians; the Californios themselves, whose
religion, language, dwellings, cuisine, dress, and pastimes were novel to the Russians; the economic and
social changes in Alta California following Mexican independence; and the schemes of American traders and
settlers to draw the province into the United States.

Amplified by James R. Gibson’s informative annotations, and featuring a gallery of elegant color
illustrations, this unique volume casts new light on the history of Spanish and Mexican California.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Swisher:

The ability that you get from California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries
Series) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but California Through Russian
Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries
Series) instantly.

Emmaline Jett:

This California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this California Through
Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series) can be on the list of great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848
(Early California Commentaries Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Margaret Padua:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early
California Commentaries Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have California
Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series).

Michael Velez:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries



Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose
to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at
this time book California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series). You
can more attractive than now.
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