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The life of Monica Wilson is a story of groundbreaking scholarship, passionate creativity and personal
tragedy during South Africa’s bitter and divided twentieth century.
As a young anthropologist in the 1930s, Monica immersed herself in the lives, work and beliefs of African
communities in southern and East Africa, while carefully observing the effects of historical change. At the
core of her existence was her intellectual collaboration and intense personal relationship with her husband,
the brilliant but clinically depressive Godfrey Wilson, who took his own life in 1944.
After Godfrey’s death, Monica raised their two children and built a career as a leading academic, at Fort
Hare, Rhodes University College and the University of Cape Town. In a political environment where black
academics were under constant threat and ideas were censored, she outspokenly advocated racial equality
and freedom of speech, her publications emphasising a common South African identity and implicitly
challenging apartheid ‘separate development’.
This fascinating biography moves between the Eastern Cape, Cambridge, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Northern
Rhodesia and Cape Town. It explores the relationship between anthropology and history, and the tensions
between liberalism, Christianity, Marxism and apartheid ideology. Drawing on the letters and diaries left by
Monica and Godfrey Wilson, this is a powerful story about politics, race, war, faith, love and loss.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Foxworth:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Fires Beneath: The Life of
Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Quentin Taylor:

This The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist are generally reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica
Wilson, South African Anthropologist can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson,
South African Anthropologist giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William Reyes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Fires Beneath: The Life of
Monica Wilson, South African Anthropologist which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Jennifer Powell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Fires Beneath: The Life of Monica Wilson,
South African Anthropologist was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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