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In the winter of 1962, a time of three gargantuan broadcast networks and a power-wielding block of national
advertisers, a relatively tiny ornament called Mr. Magoo's Christmas Carol would herald a family holiday
TV tradition that has all but slipped into obscurity in the wake of the numerous Christmas specials that it
inspired.

Now animation director Darrell Van Citters, in a meticulously researched and delightfully engaging story--
told with dozens of production art images and rarely seen photographs--has captured that golden era of TV
animation in this richly illustrated book. It's a detailed retelling--in the voices of many of the artists who
created it--of the painstaking and often frustrating efforts to translate Charles Dickens' timeless holiday tale
into a Broadway-style musical for the small screen--the first ever of its kind.

It took an amazing, quirky confluence of unlikely events to bring Mr. Magoo's Christmas Carol to life, the
first (and one of the most beloved) of all animated television Christmas specials. Marketing whiz Henry
Saperstein's purchase and revival of the once innovative but foundering UPA studios; visionary UPA
producer Lee Orgel's lightning flash of an idea to cast the comical character Mr. Magoo in a serious role as
Scrooge; Orgel's enlistment of veteran director Abe Levitow (simultaneously directing the much higher
profile feature Gay Purr-ee); and the hiring of Broadway composers Jule Styne and Bob Merrill, whose
struggles to get Funny Girl into production left them time to write songs for an unlikely (and very
nearsighted) Scrooge.

This affectionate, often suspenseful narrative in words and images is a must-have for fans of the special as
well as animation and Broadway aficionados. Relive an era of pioneering TV programming, the birth of
long-form animated storytelling on television, and rediscover this gem of a Christmas classic that set the
stage for all that followed it--welcome to the story of Mr. Magoo's Christmas Carol!
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Mishler:

The book Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Mister
Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Fern Barron:

The book Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like
a book Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol:
The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Cindy Johnson:

The publication with title Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas
Special includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

April Baker:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Mister
Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of the First Animated Christmas Special your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Mister Magoo's Christmas Carol: The Making of
the First Animated Christmas Special giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but



also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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