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A New Yorker writer investigates the life and career of his hit-man great-uncle and the impact on his family.

Growing up in a household as generic as Midwestern Jews get, author Eric Konigsberg always wished there
was something different about his family, something exotic and mysterious, even shocking. When he was
sent off to boarding school, he learned from an ex-cop security guard that there was: His great-uncle Harold,
in prison in upstate New York, was a legendary Mafia enforcer, suspected by the FBI of upwards of twenty
murders.

Konigsberg had uncovered a shameful, long-hidden family secret. His grandfather, a Jewish Horatio Alger
story who had become a respected merchant through honesty and hard work, never spoke of his baby
brother. When other relatives could be coaxed into talking about him, he wasn't "Kayo" Konigsberg, the
"smartest hit man" and "toughest Jew" described by cops and associates; he was Uncle Heshy, the loudmouth
nogoodnik and smalltime con, long since written off as dead. Intrigued, Konigsberg ignored his family's
protests and arranged a meeting, which inspired the acclaimed New Yorker piece this book is based on.

In Blood Relation, Konigsberg portrays Harold as a fascinating, paradoxical character: both brutal and
winning, a cold-blooded killer and a larger-than-life charmer who taught himself to read as an adult and
served as his own lawyer in two major trials, to riotous effect. Functioning by turns as Kayo's pursuer,
jailhouse scribe, pawn, and antagonist, Konigsberg traces his great-uncle's checkered and outlandish life and
investigates his impact on his family and others who crossed his path, weaving together strands of family,
Jewish identity, justice, and post-war American history.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Leonard:

Exactly why? Because this Blood Relation is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

James Turco:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Blood Relation. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Ryan Dewitt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Blood Relation was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Blood Relation has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Mathew Holstein:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Blood Relation. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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