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Interplanetary travel? No one ever thought it would be this hard, especially the folks that are not literally
‘rocket scientists’! Why is it that 50 years after the official start of the Space Age we do not have colonies on
the moon and Mars already? Why are we still plodding along in Earth orbit? There are a million of these
kinds of questions you can ask, but when you dig into their answers you uncover something very odd indeed.
In my previous book ‘Interstellar Travel: An Astronomer’s Guide’ I laid out all of the astronomical
challenges to interstellar travel and colonization. The bottom line was that this was an adventure filled with
dreams but no technology to get us there. In this companion book, ‘Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's
Guide’, we discover that in fact we have all the technology we need to make it happen, but our current
problem is we lack dreams. Think about it. Most of the science fiction you read is all about interstellar travel.
Our little neighborhood in the universe is almost always given short shrift. We have no dreams about our
own solar system that can stand toe-to-toe with the technological fantasy of interstellar empires and
exploration. We have no dreams about planetary colonization, or stories to entice us to invest in this effort.
There are no great expectations about what we will find that is worth going after. So as an astronomer, I look
at interplanetary travel as very much the odd duck. It’s not that we don’t have the technology. The problem is
Congress can’t see the point in the investment and rushed timetable. Yet engineers keep plugging ahead,
literally on their lunch-hours and coffee breaks, and developing what is needed on their benches and in their
laboratories. Funded by their own dreams, and small pots of money cobbled together from government and
private grants, they steadily advance the limits of what we can do. In this book, I want to show you some of
the best ideas we have about interplanetary travel. Does it really make sense to travel outside the asteroid
belt, when all you will find there are moons made of ice? There is an entire mythology that has grown up in
science fiction that has human miners spread across the solar system, but the astronomical reality is that
beyond Mars, all you will find is ice. Mining the ice on the moons of Saturn is far more expensive than on
the moons of Jupiter, so astronomy limits our economic activities to basically the inner solar system! This
book is not just a about limits, but about what kinds of considerations go into making interplanetary travel an
economic reality. In the end, you will discover that our future in space will depend on some very hard
thinking about how we see ourselves interacting with the universe in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Calvin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide.

Patsy Locke:

The reserve untitled Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide is the reserve that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Debra Shortt:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the guide untitled Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Thomas Mitchell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Interplanetary Travel: An Astronomer's Guide to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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