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The Umbanda religion summons the spirits of old slaves and Brazilian Indians to speak through the mouths
of mediums in trance. Its practitioners worship African gods, often calling them by the names of Catholic
saints; simultaneously embrace the concepts of karma, reincarnation, and Christian charity; and believe in
the capacities of both modern science and ancient magic. A relatively new religion dating to the beginning of
the twentieth century, Umbanda has its origins in Rio de Janeiro and its surrounding urban areas where Afro-
Brazilians, many ex-slaves or the descendants of slaves, practiced versions of the religion handed down to
them by their ancestors. Umbanda's popularity has grown tremendously over the past century, attracting not
only those who seek the assistance of spirits in solving problems in their lives, but those in pursuit of a path
to a rich spiritual life and a fellowship of faith and service.

Over the course of nearly a decade, Lindsay Hale spent countless hours attending rituals and festivals and
interviewing participants of Umbanda, immersing himself in this fascinating religious world. In describing
its many aspects and exploring its unique place within the lives of a wide variety of practitioners, Hale places
Umbanda spiritual beliefs and practices within the broader context of Brazilian history and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

The book Hearing the Mermaid's Song: The Umbanda Religion in Rio de Janeiro can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Hearing the
Mermaid's Song: The Umbanda Religion in Rio de Janeiro? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Hearing the Mermaid's Song: The Umbanda Religion in Rio de Janeiro has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Derrick Minor:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Hearing the Mermaid's Song:
The Umbanda Religion in Rio de Janeiro is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bonnie Daves:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hearing the
Mermaid's Song: The Umbanda Religion in Rio de Janeiro, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Raul Warren:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Hearing the Mermaid's Song: The Umbanda Religion in Rio
de Janeiro it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-



book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.
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